CHAPTER II

THE BMTISn riRST APPEMl IN GO07ERAT

FROM the time of Mr Bourchier's succession to the govern-
ment of Bombay, which took place on the 17th November, 1750,
a more intimate intercourse commenced between the Mahrattas
and the English The latter were long urgent with the Pesh-
wah to assist them in restoring order in Surat, the affairs of
which had during the weakness of the imperial government
fallen into a state of confusion, and in establishing their pim-
leges and trade in that city on a secure footing The Peslrwah,
however, failed to afford them the support they lequired , and
when they attempted to effect their object independently of his
assistance, he defeated their schemes by making a feint of
attacking the island of Bombay Surat Castle was notwith-
standing taken possession of by the English, though with a
considerable loss of both officers and men, on the 4th of March,
A D 1759 It was not long before they were led to take a
further step towards a territorial establishment m Goozerat
In A D 1771, they prepared to enforce against the Nowaub of
Broach certain claims which they professed in right of sove-
reignty in Surat A collision was, however, for a time avoided,
and a treaty concluded with the Nowaub, which, as insufficiently
favorable to the interests of the latter chief, was soon dis-
regarded by him The expedition which had been formerly
projected, was now carried into effect, and Broach, with the
loss of the gallant and accomplished general, David Wedder-
bunij was taken by storm on the 18th November, 1772

Meanwhile, the great Gwkow&r chief, Damajee Row, had
died, leaving behind him four sons Syajee Row, the eldest of
these, was the son of the second wife of Damajee, and his title
to the succession was therefore disputed by his brother, Gowind
Row, who, though junior in age, derived his birth from the
first-espoused wife of his father The remaining sons, Manukjee
and Futteh Singh, brothers of the whole bloodj were the chil-
dren of a younger mother The pretensions of Gowind Row had